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\  PETITION  OF  THE  GENTEEL  AND  FASHIONABLE  FOR  TIIK 
REPEAL  OF  THE  TEN  COMMANDMENTS, 


In  this  age,  so  pregnant  with  reform,  you  will  not,  I  hope,  have 
any  objection  to  a  correspondent  who  is  actuated  solely  by  patri¬ 
otic  motives,  well  know’ing,  that  the  public  good  often  leads  to 
•private  benefit.  As  there  are  many  stumbling  blocks  in  the  way 
of  ^enius^  my  present  intention  is  to  present  a  plan  for  getting  rid 
of  some  of  them. 

Some  of  your  readers,  INIessrs.  Kditors,  may,  perhaps,  have 
heard  the  Ten  Commandments ^  which,  I  am  told^  are  still  in  our 
tatechism,  and  which  disfigure  the  walls  of  some  of  our  churches. 
For  the  repeal  of  these  obnoxious  Commandments  by  Act  of  Le¬ 
gislature,  I  think  I  can  produce  at  least  ten  good  reasons,  and  as 
they  are  a  great  barrier  to  that  liberality  of  sentiment  w  hich  adorns 
the  present  age,  I  hope  our  wise  legislators  will  take  the  subject 
into  their  consideration.  Where,  I  would  ask,  is  our  liberty  of 
thought,  if,  when  we  have  thought  of  a  devilish  good  thing,  one 
of  these  old  fashioned  Commandments  Is  to  stare  us  in  the  facejj- 
.and  say  “  you  shayft  ?”  Ittni^ht  do  very  well  for  the.Je>v!>v  who 
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were  a  sinful  race  ;  but  it  is  really  too  bad  for  us  Christians.  As 
to  the  first,  it  is  totally  unnecessary  to  restrain  us  to  one,  when 
any  body  may  sec  that  we  fine  gentlemen  have  none  at  all  ;  though 
sometimes  we  talk  about  it,  as  we  do  about  our  honor  ;  or,  if  we 
may  have  any,  it  is  just  enough  to  sicear  by.  In  the  second,  there 
is  an  error  in  the  very  first  line,  by  the  insertion  of  the  word  unto^'* 
in  the  original  ;  and  though  I  do  not  understand  Hebrew ,  I  know 
it  is,  “  Thou  shalt  not  make  thyself  the  likeness  of  any  thing  in 
heaven  or  earth.’’  Now,  Sirs,  look  at  the  fine  gentlemen  or  ladles 
of  the  present  day,  and  then  judge  what  necessity  there  is  for  such 
a  Commandment.  As  to  the  third,  we  never  break  it;  for  w^e 
never  do  it  in  vain  ;  for  the  pretty  girls  all  believe  me  when  I 
swear  I  love  them:  and  so  does  my  tailor  when  I  swear  I’ll  pay 
his  bill  next  week.  I  have  Indeed  no  great  objection  to  this  Com¬ 
mandment  ;  for  surely  a  man  cannot  he  said  to  swear  in  vairi  wlien 
he  can  get  any  thing  by  it.  With  respect  to  the  fourth,  it  surely 
cannot  be  meant  for  any  other  class  tl)an  the  poor  ;  for  where  is 
the  sense  of  saying,  ‘‘  Do  all  thou  hast  to  do,”  to  people  who  have 
nothing  to  do  or  think  of,  except  making  their  arrangements  for 
the  As>eiiib]v,  or  a  Sunday  party.  For  those  who  are  obliged  to 
w^ork,  it  may  be  very  well  to  have  a  day  ol  rest;  hut  to  tliose  who  do 
nothin o;;  in  the  six,  wlraX  are  they  to  do  on  the  Sunday,  if  they  do 
less  ?  They  miglit  indeed  go  to  Church  ;  hut  this  would  he  lahour^ 
a  thing  they  are  ordered  to  avoid.  Vet,  Sirs,  though  w  e  are  very 
attentive  to  this  Commandment  ourselves,  we  take  good  care  our 
servants  shall  also  obey  it,  for  w  e  suffer  them  to  rest  on  our  coach¬ 
boxes  while  driving  us  through  the  streets  in  our  carriages.  As  to 
the  fifth  Commaudment,  really  old  people  are  such  a  bore,  that  it 
Is  ijulte  a  tw'addle  to  think  of  It.  I,  however,  am  determined  to  do 
as  much  honor  as  possible  to  my  father,  after  he  is  dead^  by  erect¬ 
ing  a  sumptuous  monument  over  him,  and  to  make  it  better  known 
among  the  trade’s  people,  I  shall  let  the  stone  cutter  wait  half  a 

dozen  years  for  his  money. 

•/  ^ 

I  think,  Sirs,  I  have  shewn  the  necessity  for  repealing  the  first 
five  ;  as  to  the  last  five,  w^e  might,  perhaps,  amend  them  by  inter¬ 
polating  another  negative,  as  two  negatives,  you  know,  make  an 
affirmative;  and  there  would  not  be  such  a  clamour  amongst  the  old 
women,  as  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  First,  when  the  Printer  gave 
the  droper  reading  by  leaving  out  not  in  the  seventh.  As  for  the 
ii\th  Commandment,  though  it  forbids  you  to  kill,  it  says  nothing 
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**l)out  jour  antagonist,  nor  about  man-slau^htci\  \vc 

Iiave,  therefore,  notblno^  to  do  with  it.  The  seventh  is  such  a  dash- 
ing  proliibition,  and  tlie  tiling  itself  would  losc  so  much  of  its  zest 
if  it  was  not  forbidden,  tivat  I  am  alimist  inclined  to  let  it  remain 
Were  it  taken  away,  indeed,  where  would  be  tiu*  gusto  oi  our  pic¬ 
nic  parties  ;  naj  une  affaire  bleu  anuugee  would  become  so  tire¬ 
some  and  insipid,  that  1  doubt  not  we  should  soon  have  husbands 
making  love  to  their  own  wives,  by  w  aj  of  novelty  ;  a  coach*  box 
would  lose  its  charms,  and  landladies  would  give  over  peeping. — 
^rhe  eighth  Commandment  can  only  apply  to  the  vulgar  ;  for  icc 
never  rob  our  friends  ;  we  merely  borrow  their  wives  or  their  pur¬ 
ses,  and  as  we  can  never  have  occasion  to  rob  hen-roosts,  such  a 
Commandment  is  no  better  than  obsolete — It  might  do  very  well 
for  shavers  who  are  fond  of  robbing  the  news,  but  will  never  do  in 
a  Christian  country.  What  is  an  honest  man  to  do  who  takes  a 
low  contract  ?  how’^  is  a  miller,  or  a  monopolizer  to  live?  or,  pray, 
wdiat  kind  of  a  figure  would  a  brewer  cut  without  his  quassia  ?  or 
a  tailor  without  his  cabbage?  With  respect  to  the  ninth,  1  never 
broke  it  in  my  life,  except  when  lioasting  of  favours  never  received 
from  a  fair  lady,  or  in  giving  a  horse  too  good  a  character,  when 
selling  him  to  a  friend  ;  so  that  I  hope  1  have  kept  the  balance 
pietty  even.  Should  this  one,  however,  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
force,  adieu  to  all  the  e/egofit  conversation  at  our  fashionable  tea 
tables,  to  the  eloquence  ol  our  pu  'olic  meeting*,  and  that  taste  for 
embellishment  and  the  marvellous  which  d!stlm»^ulshes  our  i^ood 
men  upon  ’Change.  But  the  tenth  !  good  iMessrs.  Editors,  what 
shall  we  say  to  the  tenth?  If  1  am  not  to  covet  my  neighbour^ s 
wife,  I  am  sure  I  cannot  covet  inij  own  ;  besides,  it  does  not  fo.hid 
me  to  take  a  fancy  to  her,  particularly  il  the  good  natured  hus-^ 
band  has  no  objection.  As  to  the  other  parts  of  this  Command¬ 
ment,  1  shall  never  covet  any  other  man’s  maid-servant  whilst  I 
have  a  handsome  one  of  my  own  ;  unless,  indeed,  IMolly  should 
covet  me,  and  then,  you  know,  how  can  I  help  it  ? 

Thus  have  1  attempted  to  prove  to  you,  the  propriety  of  repeal¬ 
ing  these  Commandments,  which  seem  c  ompletely  forgotten  ;  but 
which,  perhaps,  might  come  into  fasluon  a<iain,  as  an  agreeable 
cliange,  if  it  was  known  that  they  were  useless. 

Permit  me  to  remain^  jnost  seriously j 
Your  most  obedient^  ^c. 

PUATONUS. 
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HINTS  TO  TTIE  RISING IGENEKATTON. 

As  the  formation  of  the  national  aiaracter  has  always 
tx^en  considered  a  matter  of  sufficient  imjK^rtance  to  engage 
the  attention  of  tl;e  learned  and  eminent  of  all  ages,  no  aj>o- 
logv  need  be  offered  lor  an  humble  endeavour  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  rising  generation  to  those  abilities  and  ac¬ 
complishments  which  have  gained  for  the  young  men  of 
these  da}'s  a  celebrity  which  must  inspire  universal  emulation. 

In  the  first  place,  it  must  be  recollected,  that  as  this  is  an 
enlig'liitiicd  more  than  ordinary  care  should  be  taken,  to 
gain  an  insight  into  tliose  sources,  from  winch  so  proud  a 
distinction  from  our  forefathers  has  arisen  ;  anid  if  this  point 
should,  after  long  investigation,  remain  doubtful,  you  must 
recollect,  that  much  depends  on  sowid^  as  w  ell  as  ^sid}stance; 
and  that  the  former  (if  you  have  a  plentiful  flow'  of  words) 
will  always  enable  you  to  give  an  ex])lanation  of  the  term, 
whicli,  as  no  one  will  be  able  to  understand,  so  none  can  ever 
ctHiiute. 

With  regard  to  abilities,  if  you  should  happen  to  be  somc- 
W'hat  deficient  in  this  respect,  (as  is  no  uncommon  case)  you 
may  console  vourself  by  observing,  that  the  jniblic  favour  is 
sc  arcely  ever  guided  by  the  merit  of  the  object,  but  diat  a 
title,  a  splendid  fortune,  or  even  w  hat  is  termed  a  hcippy  pre- 
stiu  e  of  7nnid^  (w  hich  some  of  tlie  old  scliool,  incieed,  call 
h}i])udcnct\J  wdll  always  procure  for  you  a  distinction,  which 
neither  ability  nor  good  sense  W’oiild  ever  entitle  }x>u  to. 

Should  your  inclinations  turn  to  oratory,  I  w^ould  advise 
voii  rather  to  use  your  abilities  in  tliusc'  ]  laces  w  here  j  ou 
think  it  may  be  of  some  service  to  vou,  ttum  to  emplo\'  them 
ill  a  more  numerous  assemidv,  w  here,  unless  vou  are  attached 
to  a  party,  and  are  striving  to  get  into  place,  it  w'ill  be  more 
for  your  advantage  to  sit  still,  and  dispose  of  your  vote  to 
the  best  bidder.  I  think  I  netd  not  guard  you  against  the 
folly  of  adv(.>cating  the  cause  of  patriotisui;  ilie  age  is  loo 
cnli^^'nitnitd  ever  to  adopt  a  course  of  that  kind,  arid  If  vcki 
were  ically  siiicerr  in  \oui  jnofessions,  no  one  would  lielieve 
\ou  :  for,  as  SW  Pcrthiax  Jlacsyccphant  shrew'dU'  obsciw  cs, 
even  the  common  ])eoj;ie  have  found  out  the  joke,  and 
laugh  at  the  name  of  a  patriot^'*  d'alk,  tltercfore,  of  j)a- 
triotism,  but  never  practise  it ;  keep  an  eve  to  your  ov/n  in¬ 
terest,  and  if  anv  foolish  fellow  should  talk  to  you  of  Pvm  or 

J  mt 

iiainpden,  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  him,  and  think  on  Sir  Hobei^ 
Waljx'le. 
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Neither  let  prosperity  put  out  the  eyes  of  circumspection,  nor 
abundance  cut  olV  the  hands  of  frugality  ;  he  that  too  much  in- 
dulgeth  in  the  superfluities  of  life,  shall  live  to  lament  the  want  of 
its  necessaries. 

T  ust  no  man  before  thou  hast  tried  him  :  yet  mistrust  not  with- 
out  reason  ;  it  is  both  needless  and  uncharitable. 

But  when  thou  hast  proved  a  man  to  be  honest,  lock  him  up  in 
tliv  heart  as  a  treasure  ;  regard  him  as  a  jewel  of  inestimable  price. 

Re'*.eive  not  the  favours  of  a  mercenary  man  ;  nor  join  in  friend¬ 
ship  with  the  wicked  ;  they  shall  be  snares  unto  thy  virtue,  and 
bring  grief  to  thy  soul. 

Use  not  to-day,  what  to-morrow  may  want;  neither  leave  that 
to  hazard,  what  foresight  may  provide  lor,  or  care  prevent. 

From  the  experience  of  others  do  thou  learn  wisdom  ;  and  from 
their  failinijs  correct  thine  own  faults. 

V  et  expect  not  even  from  prudence  Infallible  success  ;  lor  the 
day  knoweth  not  what  the  night  may  bring  forth. 

The  fool  is  not  always  unfortunate,  nor  the  wise  man  alway.s 
successful  ;  yet  never  had  a  fool  a  thorough  enjoyment,  never  was 
%  wise  man  wholly  unhappy. 


VERSIFIED . FOR  THE  EMERALD, 

•  •  • 

M  y  son,  the  genial  words  of  prudence  hear, 

To  her  pure  dictates  bend  a  willing  ear  ; 
o  h  !  never  from  her  wise  decrees  depart, 

But  store  her  honied  counsels  in  thine  heart , 

Her  maxims  are  unbounded  as  they’re  blest^ 

And  all  the  virtues  lean  upon  her  breast  ; 

H  er  peaceful  paths  are  distant  far  from  strife. 

The  guide,  the  guardian,  friend  of  human  life 

Still  have  a  bridle  to  thy  tongue,  and  keep 
A  guard  upon  thy  lips,  that  cannot  sleep  ; 

For  should  its  vigilance  a  moment  cease. 

The  words  thou  utterest  might  destroy  thy  peace^ 

Let  him  who  scoflVth  at  tl.e  lame,  beware, 

Lest  he,  himself,  should  bait,  noi  pity  share  ; 

For  they  who  still  at  other’s  faults  deride, 

Shall  hear  their  own,  and  wltli  an  humbled  pride. 

From  too  much  speaking,  hard  repentance  flows  ^ 
From  wiser  silence,  safety  and  repose. 

F'or  he  that’s  talkative,  a  nuisance  grows, 

I'he  sicken’d  eai  bis  constant  babbling  loathes  ; 
The  torrent  of  bis  words  o’erwhelin  with  spleen. 
And  crowd  sweet  convei>«  from  iLe  social  iceniTi 
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Jje  not  a  boaster  of*  thyself,  for  hear! 

('onte.mpt  to  sell-conceit  Is  ever  near  ; 

Deride  not  others,  lest  experience  show 
^riie  direful  wrath  ol  manv  a  ven<j:eliil  foe. 

A  hitter  jest  is  friendship's  surest  bane. 

And  trouble  lollows  him  who  can’t  refrain. 

P urnish  thyself  with  what  thou  can’st  supply, 
Suiting  tliy  station,  not  too  low,  nor  higli  ; 

Spend  not  the  utmost  wliicli  thou  canst  alVord. 

The  providence  of  youth  is  wisdom's  hoard. 

Prom  surlv  av’rice  evil  deeds  will  spring, 

Cut  round  frugality  the  virtues  cling. 

In  recreations  do  not  wealth  destroy. 

Lest  pain  (d  purchastt  overbalance  joy. 

Let  not  prosperity  put  out  the  eyes 
Of  circumspection  ;  let  not  large  supplief 
Clip  from  frugality  her  needful  liands. 

To  vast  profiition  follow  vast  demands. 

Trust  to  no  man  before  he's  amply  try’d. 

Nor  let  mistrust  thy  ev'ry  action  guide  ; 

Tho'  preservation  calls  the  first,  we  find 
'Fhe  last  the  product  of  a  niggard  mind. 

VV^hen  thou  hast  prov'd  a  man,  and  found  him  right. 
L  )ck  him  within  thv  heart,  a  treasure  bright  ; 
i^et  not  suspicion  his  actions  prv, 

Vet  guard  him  as  the  apple  ol  thine  eye. 

ILiceive  no  favours  from  a  sord  d  man. 

Nor  league  in  Irlendship  wit!;  the  wicked  clan, 
I'hev  to  thv  virtues  w  ill  he  *11  snares. 

And  bring  thy  soul  to  sorrovv,  grief*  and  cares. 

liCt  not  thy  wants  upon  to-morrow  run, 

Nor  trust  to  hazard  w  hat  thy  care  can  shun. 

1\)  others’  follies  he  no  censure  shown, 

lint  from  their  failings  learn  to  mend  your  own. 

Vet,  with  all  this,  vou  may  expect  far  less, 

'Idian  this,  that  pi  udence  aluays  brings  success. 

For  the  day  knows  not  what  to-morrow's  llglit. 

Mav  bring  revealed  from  the  womb  of  night. 

The  fool,  not  always  unsuccessful,  bends  : 

Success  not  always  on  the  wise  attends  ; 

Put  never  knew’  the  fool,  one  pure  delight  ; 

T>he  wise  man  never  was  unhappy  c|uitc. 
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FOR  TIIR  emerald. 

Jfessrs.  Editors^ 

AS  some  ot  your  correspondents  appear  to  be  such  profound 
reasoners,  and  argue  with  sucli  ^eeming  confidence,  on  the  difte- 
rent  topics  oflered  them  in  the  Kmerald,  you  will  oblige  me  by 
laying  the  following  quere  before  them,  as  food  lor  their  sagacious 
noddles,  viz  :  Ilshat  object  on  earthy  wli/un  the  pouter  of  vian^  is 
onost  ucorthy  pursuit  i  Doubtless  they  will  argue  dlfterently  and 
learnedly  on  the  important  subject. — Philo'”  if  not  an  old  bache¬ 
lor,  will  say,  matrimony  is  the  most  desirable,  “  Ohm”  If  not  a 
married  man,  will  find  many  arguments  to  0])pose  it ;  now  as  I 
am  fond  of  good  rea.-oning,  and  can  look  pretty  tranquilly  on  an 
engagement,  when  out  of  danger  myself,  it  will  give  me  great 
pleasure  te  be  a  silent  spectator,  whilst  yourselves  shall  have  all 
the  honor  of  deciding  the  contest. 

Toio  ’-y,  ^c. 

i^CERlST. 


Messrs.  Editors., 

IF  either  of  you  will  put  on  your  Sunday  clothes  on  Satur^ 
day  evenings  and  do  me  the  honor  of  a  visit,  you  will  hear  fun 
enough  to  fill  your  paper  for  a  whole  fortnight. —  You  must  know 
I  am  to  have  a  large  tea  party,  and  Tabitha  Tattle  is  coming  with 
her  two  sisters.  She  knows  every  thing  passing  in  the  whole  town, 
which  in  addition  to  her  ow’n  inventive  imagination,  will  create  a 
fund  of  amusement  ;  she  can  tell  who  is  courting  ;  what  was  done 
on  such  a  day  ;  What  happened  at  Mr.  Such-a-one’s  on  such  a 
night  ;  she  is  an  adept  in  the  newest  fashions,  and  many  other 
little  interesting  things,  and  can  give  a  great  deal  of  advice,— knows 
what  is  most  suitable  as  well  as  fashionable  for  the  season — from 
which  you  may  glean  some  very  interesting  hints  for  your  paper  : 
don’t  forget  to  come,  but  recollect  to  put  the  evening’s  Emerald 
in  your  pocket,  and  pull  off  your  hat  when  you  come  into  the 

Your  humble  servant^  at  command., 

LOUISA  LITTLELIPS 

Dear  Madam., 

Thanklul  for  your  polite  Invitation,  one  of  us  will  not  fall 
having  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  you,  clad  in  our  Sundays  best  ; 
and  will  doff  his  hat  half  a  mile  before  he  gets  to  the  house,  lest  the 
confusion  of  meeting  with  so  much  good  company  might  cause  it 
to  slip  his  memory*  Editors. 
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TO  READERS,  iA'c. 

Although  our  readers  are  nume’ous  and  respectable,  our  cor-' 
respondents  are  inourntuliy  limited.  Ijaltiinoreans  have  nevei 
W’anted  their  share  ol  vanity  ;  and  those  who  can  make  out  to 
write  a  tolerable  essay,  think  no  less  a  deposit  than  the  Port  /o/io 

worthy  to  be  the  herald  of  thoir  if 'i^antic  productions. - O  tern- 

•pora  !  O  mores  ! - We  were  never  any  great  hands  at  persua- 

h«on  ;  and  if  ye  are  determined  not  to  lend  your  assistance — wo 
must  tell  ye  in  the  language  ol  Sazincy — Ye  may  gang  awa  to 
the  dvif  vvi'  your  productions. 

Qatre.  Why  are  men  of*  intellectual  worth,  loss  the  favourites 
of  ladies,  than  those  whose  cply  ability  is  conspicuous  in  their 
dress  ? 

Why  are  fashions  followed  with  avidity  by  ybyu  ? 


HYMENEAL. 

Married  on  Monday  evening  last,  by  tlie  Reverend  IVIr.  liar- 
grove,  Mr.  Joseph  ITatcrs,  to  Miss  Soj)hia  Easorn,  all  of  thi? 
city.  / 


OBITUARY. 

Invidious  gravc^  how  dost  thou  rend  asunder^ 
ll'hat  love  has  bound,  and  sympathy  made  one 


Departed  this  » 

€  life  on  (he  iothjj^ 

U  instant,  IMrs-  ^ 
® Elizabeth  Presbury.]^ 
C  aged  6^  years.  It 
f  O  7i  SO  t  t  of  Geo  1 
(KPresbury,  esy  1| 

^  of  this  city 

f  » 

€ 

f  I 


In  the  death  of  this  truly  amialile  w  oman,  who  carried  with  lief 
a  heap  of  virtues,  soedety  lias  lo>t  one,  w  ho.  kind  and  benevolent 
to  t!  e  piiur,  was  a  consolatory  neighbour  in  sickness  and  affliction, 
an  exemplary  member  of  her  church,  and  a  firm  friend.  IMie  sur¬ 
viving  partner  of  her  earthly  care,  lias  this  satisfactory  reflection 
in  the  morr.e::ts  of  grief,  that  she  was  an  alVectionate  wife,  an J  «- 
tender  mother. 


